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GAL. vi. 2. 
Bear ye one another's Burdens, and ſo fulfil the Law 
of Chrift. 35 | 


T. Paul, toward the Cloſc of the preceding Chapter 

had been reckoning up the Fruits of the Spirit, 
and ſhewing what inward Diſpoſition of Soul, and 
Regularity of outward Practice, the enlivening 
Grace of God wou'd produce in thoſe happy Chriſtians, 
who had ſubjected the Fleſh to the Spirit, had crucified the 
former, with its Affeftions and Luft s, an where wholly ated 
by a Divine and Heavenly Principle ; That ſuch Perſons 
are exempted, not only from the Obligation of the Ce- 
remonial, (from which Chriſt has fer us all free ). bur 
from the Sting and Penalty of the Moral Lay, | 

For as it is elſe where affirm'd, that 2ybere there | 

is no Law there is no Tranſgreſſion ; {0 may it Rom. iv. r5. 
be ſaid, by way of Reverſe, that where there is no Tranſ- 
greſſton, there is, in, effect, no Law. Againſt ſuch, ſays 
the Apoſtle, there is no Law, i. e. there is none 
which condemns and diſallous their Practi- 
ces, none which they need be afraid of, who keep the 
Commandments, fince it was only made for the lawleſs 
and diſobedient, for the ungold'y, and for Sinners, 
for the unholy and profane, &c. but not for the 
righteous Man, who is led by the Spirit of God, and 
brings forth the Fruits of it. | 

Now as the greater part of thoſ: bleſſed Fruits of that 

Holy Spirit, which the Apoſtle enumerates, are ſuch az 
relate to Love and Charity, and a Tenderneſs of Proceed- 
ing, With regard to our Chriſtian Brethren ſo, in the 
Beginaing F this Chapter, he ſets himſelf, with a more 
peculiar Earneſtneſs, to urge and excite Men to the Prac- 
tice of this Duty; exhorung all choſe who wou'd make 
any Pretence to the Character of Spiritual Men, i. e. of 
of ſuch as liv'd, and walk'd in the Spirit, and were acted 
by it; to pity and forgive the Frailties of their offending 
Brethren, and, if any one among em was overtaken with 
a Fault, to reſtore ſuch a one in the Spirit of Me«kneſs, con- 
lidering it might be their own Caſe, and that they alfo 
were ſubje& tg the like Tempratiotis. And then ſubjoins. 
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in the Words of the Text, Bear ye one another's Burdens, 
and ſo fulfil the Law of Chriſt. 

From which Words, as they ſtand ſo connected it may 
ſeem, that thoſe Burdens of other Men, we are requit'd 
to bear, are no other than their Sins and Provocations; 
that we ſhou'd not inſult over, and Glory in their Mis. 
carriages, nor magnify our ſclves above em, by invidiouy 
Compariſons; that we ſhou'd nut treat em as Ene mics, 
but ad moniſh em as Friends, endeavouring to mitigate and 
heal the Sore, rather than to exaſperate, and make it wider. 

But, tho' this be the thing principally intended, yet we 
may very well conclude, that this Precept of the Apoſtle 
is more extenſive, and comprehends the whole Duty of 
Charity, in all its ſeveral Offices and Relations. 

If it were not ſo, he would not have ſtil'd this Inſtance 
of our Obedience a fulfilling the Law of Chriſt : Which 
we are ſure, from the whole Tenor of the Golſpel, can- 
not be entirely fulfill'd by a Paſſive Charity only. 

is then only we fulfill that Royal Law, which requires 
us to Love our Neighbours as our ſelves, when we are ready 
to give, as well as to forgive, to relicve the Wants as well 
as to paſs by or cover the Failings of our Chriſtian Brother; 
to afford him all that Comfort and Support in his Neceſſity, 
which we our ſelves could reaſonably wiſh or deſire, 
under the ſame Circumſtances ; and, in a word, to help 
and aſſiſt him, to the vntmoſt of our Ability ; and bear a 
part of theBurdcn he labours under, of whatever ſort it be. 

I ſhall therefore proceed to repreſent to you, 

I. What thoſe Burdens are, which, as Men, we are all 
ſubject to, and wherein, as Fellow. Chriſtians, we are all ob. 
lig'd to be helpful to one another: And, 

II. How, by fo doing, we may be ſaid to fulfil the Law ofCbriſ. 

Firſt then for thoſe Burdens of other Men, which re- 
quire and call for our Aſliſtance. The chief and heavieſt 
of which are their Sins and Tranſgrefſions. This is in- 
deca the moſt ſevere and afflicting Load, that a poor Soul 
can groar under; and good reaſon had David to com- 
plan. when rack'd with the conſcious Remembrance of 

it, that his Iniquities were, like a ſore Burden 
for him to bear, Our Sins 2re the worſt Mis- 
at Can befal us; nor is there anv one ſ» 
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deep plung'd in Miſery, no one is fo very a Wretch, of 
ſo truly an Object of Compaſſion, as an inſenſible and 
obdurate Sinner. And the reſcuing ſuch a one from that 
Load of Iniquity and Gall of Bitterneſs, is the friendlicſt, the 
nobleſt, the moſt beneficial Inſtance of Chriſtian Charity. 

But how can a Man ( in this ſenſe ) be ſaid to beat the 
Burden of another? Can one Mancxpiate and attone for a- 
nother*s Crimes? Canhe redeem hisBrother sSoul, or make an A. 
oreement with God for him? Can he. by charging him(clf with 
any Proportion of his Guilt, render him leſs criminal, and 
take off trom the inſupportable Weight of his Iniquity ? 

No. This is an Office beyond the Reach of the moſt 
exten{ive Charity, and not to be undertook by any meer 
Man; who, be he never ſo upright, will have Faults e- 
nough of his own to anſwer for, and be far from needing 
any additional Blame, to heighten and enflame hisCharge. 

The Obligation of Religion is perſonal, and not to be 
to be transfer'd from one to another, nor can there be g- 
ny ſuch thing as a Communication either of Merit or De- 
merit between the Members of Chriſt's Church, we muſt 
all ſtand or fall by our own Actions, and as it follows a 
Verſe or two after my Text: Every Man, in this reſpect, 
ſhall bear his own Burden. 

But, tho” we cannot bear the Offences, we may bear 
with the Offenders: We may pals by, with a Chriſtian 
Candor and Forbearance, their petty and pardonableTranfs 
greſſions; or be they never ſo flagrant and enormous, no- 
ver ſo heinouſly aggravated, we may yet endeavour to 
reſtore em in the Spirit of Meekneſs, and make em ſen- 
ſible of the Folly and Danger of their Sins; We may uſe 
ſuch Methods for their Information, as may poſſeſs em with 
a true Senſe of their Duty, Which they never knew be- 
fore, or hadnever well conſider'd: And by Exbortations, 
by Counſels, by Entreaties, or, when they are irreclaim- 
able by any gentler ways, by Puniſhment and Coercion, ſa. 
far as we have Authority ro inflict it; we may (with the 
Bleſſing of God on our Endeavours ) reduce em from 
their wild Extravagance to ſerious and ſober thinking, put 
a ſtop to the growth of their Impiety, and by convert- 
ing em from the Error of their Ways, ſave their Souls 
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This Charity to the Souls of Men, and labouring with 
an affectionate Concern to ſave em from eternal Ruin, has 
moſt of the Spirit of Chriſtianity in it, and makes us, of 
all others, moſt nearly reſemble the Pattern of our 
gracious Redeemer, whoſe whole time here on Earth was 


| ſpent in performing Offices of this Nature. 


Nay indeed the poor and indigent Condition in which 
he choſe to appear in this World, left him no room to be 
liberal in any other May, unleſs when he was pleas'd to 
work a Miracle, to enable him to be ſo. | 

And the ſame charitable Work may be perform'd by us, 
as it was by him, with no other Expence, than the Ex- 
erciſe of ſome Patience, and the Loſs of a little, time 
which cannever be ſo uſefully ſpent,never ſo profitably loſt. 

But even with reſpett to giving and receiving, we may 
be certainly allur'd, that whatever we beſtow by way of 
Alms, will be ſo much the more acceptable, the more there 
is of this Principle in us, that we deſign to honour God 
with our Subſtance ; who is never fo truly honour'd by it, 
as when it is employ'd in ſuch a Manner, and to ſuch U- 
ſes, as may moſt effectually promote the ſpiritual and eter. 
nal Welfare of his Creatures, 

I may be occaſionally led, inthe {cquel of my Diſcourſe 
ro ſay more on this Subject. But for the preſent I ſhall 
diſmiſs it, without particularly apply ing what has been 
ſaid ; only in the general, I hope and believe that moſt, 
or all of thoſe charitable Foundations, which, by the Pro- 
vidence of God, ard the Piety of good Chriſtians, have 
been erected in this City, which ſo happily flouriſh un- 
der your Care and Inſpection, and which you are now 
met tocountenance and encourage; do, in a large degree, 
(beſides the temporal and political good they tend to) con- 
tribute to that great and deſirable End, the making Men 
wiſer and better, and conſequently happier : That in tho: 
places a great deal of growing Vice andimmorality is time- 
ly ſappreſs'd and kept under, and that incorrigible Diſſo- 
juteneſs of Manners, which no Counſel or Inſtruction can 
reform, is however with-held from the means of ſinning 
tho” the Inclination ſtill remains, and the World is freed 
(for atime at leaſt) from the Cont agion of ſuch foulExamples. 

I now procced to repreſent to you, the innocent Burthens 


that 
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th that Mankind is liable to bear, thoſe Calamities and Diſaſ- 
ters, which are the inſeparable Attendants on frail Humani- 

of , ſuch as the courſe of Providence will oblige every Man, 
tho' never ſo unwilling, to bear ſome ſhare of; and the 
Laws of Chriſtianity ſhou'd incline him farther, to take 
more than his own, and with a willing Generoſity to ſub- 
mit to ſome Inconveniences, Which were not immediately 
and neceſſarily allotted him; wherein ſoever he perceives - 
that he himſelf is remarkably favour'd, and his Neighbour 
heavily qver-charg'd. : f; i 1G 1m 
_ There is indeed ſuch a numerous train of His, and great 
variety of Misfortunts, that beſet us in this mortal State; 
there are ſo many Torments and Anxieties, ſuch ſevere 
. and trying Croſſes and Perplexities, which proceed from 
different Cauſes, and affect us in different parts, whilſt yet 
of every Man's own Calamity, fo long as he continues to 
re ſmart under it, appears to him the moſt intolerable of all 
oa others; that it wou'd be an endleſs, as well as an ungrate- 
it ful Task, to open all the Scenes of Miſery, and ſet forth e- 
U. very particular Grievance, which the Sons and Daughters 
er. of Atfliction complain of. 11 Sn 
Bur, ſctting aſide private and perſonal Caſes, the Evils 

fn. | tharare incident ta Human Nature, may be, asthey com- 
all monly are, reduc'd to three Heads, and I ſhall accordingly 
en | conſider em, as they affect our outward State and Condi- 
jt, tion, our Body, or our Mind. And firſt for thoſe Evils 


— 


. which concern our outward State and Condition. 

Ve We all feel our ſelves. to be cloth'd with frail and-periſh- 
Fg able Bodics, whoſe continual Waſt and Decay of Spirits re- 
JW quires as conſtant Refreſhments and Supplies; and We as 
ce, ſenſibly perceive, that even Food and Raiment,andſo'twich 
5 as 1s abſolutely neceſſary for our Support and Preſervation, 
en we receive not as the Gift of Nature. We come into the 
oe World naked and deſtitute, and abandon'd tothe Gare of 
ge. others, before we are capable of taking any for our ſelyes. 
* And when we are capable, we find our ſelves oblig'd to eat 
an our Bread in the Sweat of our Brows, and to provide for 


ng our Subſiſtence by. our own Labour and Induſtry, unleſs 

a | another's Induſtry has before-handmade Proviſion for us, 

es | which it is not every ones Fortune to be horn to. 

5 We ſee the great Diſpenſer of Bleſſings has thought fir 
"> ons 
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to ordain it otherwiſe, and to diſtribute choſe worldly 1 
Comforts by very unequal Lots; not but that he regards I ma 
both rich and poor with the Eye ot a common Parent, | bef 
and reſolves to make good, in due time, that ſeeming in- 
equality. In the mean time he gives them both an Op- 
portunity of ſerving him, and conſpiring, in their re. 
ſpective Circumſtances and Capacities, co glorifie his 
Name, the only true end of living here below; the one by 
a patient Submiſſion under his Want and Penury, the o. in 
ther by a pious and charitable Uſc of his Abundance. Ju! 
Tis for this End that God has made one Man to differ thi 
from another; for this he has appointed ſome to ſtand in I Ef 
need of Relief, and qualified others to afford it: that each 
might exert the Virtues proper to the Sphere, wherein, by ec 
the Divine Appointment, he is plac'd. W hereas, if every in 
one were made ſufficient of himſelf, if no Man had oc. N pc 
caſion for the Aſſiſtance of any other, did he contain with- Wl lic 
in himſelf ſuch an abundant Plenitude, ſuch an unex- I th 
hauſted Spring of all worldly Comforts, as he was ſecure in 
wou'd never fail him, nor oblige him to ſeek for any o 
thing without himſclf ; the brighteſt and moſt exhalted 
Graces that now adorn our Minds, wou'd then be wholly IA 
uſeleſs: the beſt and moſt convincing Demonſtration we hi 
can give of our Love to Chriſt, (which we can never ſo | hi 
livelily and acceptably demonſtrate, as by extending our Ig. 
charitable Aid to the diſtreſſed Members of his Body) ] ir 
wou'd then be of no Service to us, wou'd be no Proof or | of 
Evidence of our Sinccrity at all, whilſt our Charity re- I ff 
main d untried, whilſt it lay dormant and buried in the | a 
Habit, thro the defect of ſuitable Objects on whom it II. 
might be actually exercis d. it 
So that, in reality, a rich Man, if he conſiders to what Ih 
end his Riches were given him, and is ſo diſpos'd in his i: 
Heart, as he ought to be, may as properly be {aid ro need I ſ 
a poor Man to give to; as a poor one may to need the 2 
Aſſiſtance and friendly Contribution of the Rich. Nay, 


— Mt — 


if things were impartially and truly weigh'd, it wou'd ap- II 
pear that his Acceptance of what is offer d him, is, in its t 
I ffects and Conſequences, by far the greater and more be- t 
reficial Charity of the two. | 
| | 4 


There 
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y There is then, and it is _ there ſhou'd be, a re- 
Is | markable Diſproportion in the outu ard Allotments that 
t, I befal us, to the intent that God, who divideth to every 
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mat, on the one hand, his Goodneſs may ſhine forth, and 
his Mercy triumph, in rewarding the Beneficence and 
pious Liberality of thoſe who abound in Wealth, as well 
2sthe cheerful Contentedneſs and Submiſſion to hisPleaſure 
in ſach as ſuffer need; or elſe, on the other hand, his 


Juſtice may be magnified in the exemplary Puniſhment of 


r thoſe, who are miſerably griping and hard-hearred in one 
in Eſtate, or impatiently reſtleſs and querulous in the ocher. 
h The Beauty therefore of Providence is ſo far from being 
y ecdips d, the Divine Wiſdom fo little liable to Exception 
in this particular, that all Men are not equally rich and 
c- powerful; that, on the contrary, without ſuch inequa- 
1- WE licy. there wou'd be no Harmony at all in the courſe of 
x- I things. And we may diſcern the viſible Marks of God's 
re infinite, unerring Prudence, in making us ſubſervient to 
y one another, as well as to himſelf. 5 | 
d For as we ſhou'd be ſtrongly tempted to withdraw our 
y I Allegiance from him, if he had made us independent of 
e himſelf; as we ſhou'd probably ceaſe toworſhip.and invoke 
'o him, if we had nothing farther to expect from him,if he had 
Ir {given us our Portion at once, and made it ſecurely and 
) Þ irrcvocably our own; fo, had he made us independent 
br | of one another, the mutual Offices of Love and Friend- 
r- Þ ſhip, in the performance whereof conſiſts the Excellence 
le and Dignity of our Nature, wou'd be quite extinguiſh'd. 
it In ſuch a ſtate ot things, there cou'd be no Givers, becauſe 
there wou'd be no Receivers; the merciful Man cou'd 
at have no Opportunity of exerting his Bounty, and teſtify- 
is ing his good Will to his Neighbour, when he, to whom- 
d If foever he wou'd extend it, wou'd be as amply provided 
ie as himſelf. | 
7 And let any one conſider what a comfortleſs State this 


Life muſt be, if Love and Mercy, Gratitude and Friendſhip, 
ts the ſweeteſt of human Acts, and which affect us with the 


2- | trueſt and moſt ſenſible Pleaſure, ſhou'd he entirely baniſſi d. 


But this (as I have obſerv'd) is far from being the caſe 
with us. As the World now ſtands, there is a large ſcope 


Man ſeverally as he will, may put us to an open Trial; 
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for doiog Good, and Objects of Commiſeration more than 
enough to exhauſt the largeſt Charity. 1 
But ſure they wou'd be leſs numerous, and the Wealth 
af thoſe who have this World's Good, beyond what will 
ſupply their reaſonable Occaſions, wou'd be diſpers'd in a 
much more ſuitable Proportion to the Wants of the Indi- 
ent and Neceſſitous; if Men were truly and heartily con- 
vinc'd of the preſent Joy and Satisfad ion that ſprings within 
the Soul of a merciful Man, when he has comforted and re. 
freſh'd a miſcrable Object, as well as the glorious Reward 
with which his Charity will infallibly be crown'd hereafter. 
Oh! cou'd the obdurate Miſcr, whoſe Heart and Soul 
are ſunk intothe Earth, and buried with his Money, who 
55 Obſtinately deaf to all the Cries and Entreaties of the Di- 
ſtreſs d, who can behold a poor famiſhing Wretch with un. 
relenting Bowelsʒ cou'd he, I fay, perceive but one Glimpſe 
of thoſe bright and never fading Riches, which the chari- 
table perſon has treaſur'd up in Heaven; how wou'd he 
deſpiſe that ſordid Droſs, in which he now places the Sum 
of his Felicity ! how carneſtly wou'd he contend for the 
true Riches, and provide him Bags that wax not cid! what 
Friends wou'd he make him with the Mammon of Unrigh- 
tecuſneſthe re, that he might be receiv d inis an eternal Habitati- 


on, when this World, and all the Glory of it ſhall-paſs away! 


how much more ſolid Complacency would he find, in ſuc- 
couring the Poor, and redeeming bim from Mitery and 
Ruin, than ever he did before in thriving by his Neceſſity, 
in g:inding his Face, in oppreſſing and devouring him! 

We are under a great Miſtake (and that Miſtake is in- 
deed the Saurce and Fountain of all our Uncharitableneſs) 
if we imagine that we are ſo far Maſters of any thing we 
poſſe ſe, as to have no account to render of it. From this 
falſe Notion ot Froperty, we are too apt to look upon our 
ſelves as diſcharg'd from all Obligations to do good, any 
farther than we are prompted to it by our natural Propen- 


fity or Inclination, and are ready to cry, with Nabal, Shall 


I take my Bread, and my Fleſh, and give it—— ? | 

But whatever the Dictates of Sclf-Love may ſuggeſt to 
us, the Goſpel teaches us a very different Leſſon, where we 
are allur'd, that theſe worldly Advantages, are Talents 
committed to our Trait by the Sovereign Lord of the Uni- 


verſe, 
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verſe, that we are but the Stewards and Diſpenſers of it 
under Him, who will one day make a very ſtrict Enquiry, 
how and to what Purpoſes we employ'd em. And our 
cxviour has Warn'd us to prepare to anſwer, at the Great 
Day, on theſe Heads of Examination, What Hungry we 
fed, what Naked cloth'd, what other Objects of Compaſſion 
we reliev'd, i. e. fo far as our Means and A bilities extended, 
after Allowance made for our own tolerable Support ac- 
cording to our Station, For, fo far as this, there is ſome- 
thing of Reaſon in what is commonly alledg'd of Charity's 
beginning with one's ſelf, that a Man's own lawful and 
neceſſary Occaſions are, in the firſt place, to be conſider d. 
But Men muſt not ſuffer it to begin and end there too, nor 
muſt they judge every thing neceſſary, and conſequently 
appropriate it ſolely to themſelves, which Avarice or 
Pride, which Luxury or Wantonneſs require. 

He that will poſtpone the doing any friendly Offices, 
till thoſe unreaſonable Humors are ſatisſied, will never be- 
gin to do good; for thoſe will never have done craving. 

To ſtraiten and pinch our ſelves, only to give to one, 
who, we are ſure, needs it leſs, is indeed ſych an Exceſs 
of Bounty, as is in no wile requir'd of us. But when this 
is made a feign'd Pretence, only to covgr our own Un- 
charitableneſs, when we make very great Allowances for 
our own imaginary Wants, and very little for the real 
ones of others; tis too plain a ſigu, that we are not touch d 
with that compaſſionate feeling of the Straits and Sufferings 
of our Chriſtian Brother, nich our common Nature, 
and common Religion, ought to excite in us. | 

But here ſome Perſon of :e2i Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, 
whoſe hearty Deſire it is to be as bene ficial as he can, may 
thus interpoſe. 

*Since my Power ef doing gerd is not fo extenſive as my Will 
to do it, ſince my Faculties are narrow and conſin d, nor can my 
Aſjiſtance prſſuly reach to ak that need it, ſince, when I have 
done my ntmoſt, I muſt fei b. mortified with the aſficting 
Thought, that there are many anhappy Wretches yet left, fur 
whoſe Il. I am able to provide no Remedy; but whilf, with 
the good Samaritan, I am binding fits Wounds of one unfor- 
tunate Man, it may poſſibly /o hi bat another may fall 
«mong Thieves, or into ſome other Difaſter, and have occaſion 
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for tho! Relief, which I am unable to afford him, nuleſ; I with- 


draw it from the other. This then being the Poſture of thing,, 
amidſt this Variety of compaſſionate Caſes, how ſhall I be directed 
and determin'd ? where ſhall I caſt my Mite, or how ſhall ] be 
aſſur'd of employing it to the beſt Advantage? 

By what Rule ſhall I guide my 14 in theDiftribution of my Almi 
Shall I adt in this matter at random and by chance, giving to all 
without diſt inction, till the Sum ] had ſet apart is quite exhauſt. 
ed? or (hall I tale my Meaſures from the merits of the Object? 

For ſatisfaction in which caſe let it be noted, 

Tharaltho' Charity in proportion to one's Subſtance is a 
Neceſſary Duty; yet, as to any determinate Sum, the Time 
when, the Manner how, or the Perſons to whom it ſhall be 
diſpens'd, theſe are Matters of Choice, and left to every 
one's Diſcretion. 

Every one therefore may extend his Charity to ſuch Ob- 
jects as moſt affect him. Bur *tis to be hop'd, that, for his 
own Sake at leaſt, he will take care to be beneficial in ſome 
way or other, and that he will not make his Uncertainty 
where to beſtow his Alms, and Excuſe for beſtowing none 
at all. Do all the Good thou can'ſt for thy own part, and 
cruſt Providence for the reſt which thou can'ſt not do. 

It may likewiſe be reaſonably expected, that every prudent 
Man will chuſe ſuch Objects of his Bounty, where it is 
leaſt in danger of being miſapplied, and where he has a to- 
lerable ground of Aflurance, that it will conduce to ſome 
happy End. Tho' if it ſhou'd happen otherwiſe, this wou'd 
refle& no Diſhonour on him who gave it with an honeſt 
Intent, nor wou'd it be any leſſening of his Charity. 

Good Will and Benevolence, Pity and Compaſſion, are 


2 Debt weowe to all Mankind. All that partake of the 


ſame Nature with us, may lay Claim to theſe common Offi- 
ces, tho? till a more peculiar Regard is to be had of thoſe to 
whom we have nearer En rn and to whom we are 
united by cloſer Ties. But eſpecially we ſhou'd endeavour 
ſo to employ our Charity, as to make it molt ſerviceable to 
the Glory of God, and the Good of Mankind, 

And this very naturally prompts me to recommend a 
particular Caſe of c which confeſſedly falls within 
theſe Rules, and is fret hm the ſuſpicion of any ſiniſter 
practice in the Management: And that is, providing for 
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the Education of poor Children (and eſpecially of thoſe 
who now attend this Sol:mnity) in the Fear of God, and 
the Principles of Religion, and ſuch a competent Degree of 
Learning, as may enable em to get an honeſt Livelinood, 
and render em uicful and ſerviceable to their Country. 

Great numbers of Souls have by this means been preſery'd from 
apparent Ruin. and many who wou'd ::< been a Diſgrace and 
Burden, have ſince become Ornameni: i the Nation. 

We have great reaſon to bleſs the Di: ze Goodnels, and to re- 
member withHonour thoſe pious Benefactors, ho have hitherto 
promoted ſo uſeful a Charity for the happy Effects it has alrea- 
dy produc'd. And we mighr hope for much greater Advantages 
fill, were the Revenue more anſwerable to the greatneſs of the 
Charge, and the Worthineſs of the Deſign ; which whether it is 
or no, you will judge from the following Report. 

Here was read the true Report of the State of Chriſt's Hoſpital. 

Before I leave the Head I am upon, touching the Misfortunes 
that relate to our outward Condition (on which I have enlarg'd 
the more, becauſe tis the molt general, and leaves me the leſs to 
ſay on the Caſes which are yet behind, which for the moſt part 
e of the ſame Relief) give me leave to lay before you two o- 
rom the Heſpital of Bridewell, and the 
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other Repreſentations 
Work houſe, | 
A true Report of the State of Bridewel and London Workhouſe. 
Theſe are very fit and neceſſary Receptacles for ſuch profli- 
gate and abandon'd Wretches, as are loſt to all Shame and Mo- 
deſty, and paſt all Reproof, but that of the Scourge; as well as 
for thoſe idle and unptofitible Vagrants, who are the Peſt of your 
Doors, and Nuiſance of your Streets, who, it you do not force em 
to maintain themſelves by an unwilling Labour, will force you 
to maintain em without it, oy an unwilling and extorted Charity. 
But 24h, I come no ro conſider the Burthens we are oblig d 
to bear for one another, which more immediately affect our Bo- 
dy. This earthly and mortal part of us is made, as you all know 
and feel, of a very weak and frail Contexture, ſubject to be dif: 
order'd by a thouſand Accidents, to be rack'd and tortur'd by 
acute and violent Diſeaſes, ro waſt, with pining Sickneſs, and 
linger away an uneaſy Life under an infirm and crazy Conſtitu- 
tion, Every part of us is expos'd roWounds, or ſome other Ca- 
ſualty, which may not only gie great Pain and Uneaſineſs for 
the preſent, but prove an Inlet, d open a Door to Death its ſelf. 
Bu: here again it may be as 4, as before, in the caſe of Sins 
and Treſpaſſes, What is i: that one Man can do for anothes in 
ſuch Circumſtances ? Can ] be lick and languiſh for my Neigh- 
bour, or will it be any Advantage to him if I am ? Will my 
Sickneſs add to his Health, or my Weakneſs to his Strengrh ? 
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Can I mitigate his Pain, and eaſe him of his Smart, by taking i 
on my ſelf, and ſuffering in his ſtead ? 3 
No, Our Experience tells us that this too is as impracticable 
as the other. A Man can no more conſign over to another the 
the Infirmities of his Body, than he can thoſe of his Soul. Net 
all the Riches and Power of the greateſt Monarch can purchate 
for him this Privilege of transferring to any one beſides, that bo- 
dily Pain and Weakneſs which is alloted him for bis own ſhare, 
and which he himſelf is bound to ſuſtain in his proper Perſon. 

The Scripture tells us of a great and good King, who wiſh'd in 
vain that he cou'd have died for another; and as vain wou'd his 
Wiſh have been, had he deſir'd that any other might die, or be 
tick, or undergo any other Miſery, in his place. For in this ſenf: 
too every Man muſt bear his own Burthen, 

But however, ble ſſed be the Divine Goodneſs ! we are not left 
fo deſtitute, as not to be able to adminiſter ſome Comfort to our 
a{Hicted Brother, when helanguiſheson a ſick Bed, or groans with 
the heavy Anguiſh of a maim'd Limb or mangl'd Body. We may 
pity him at leaſt, and evenPity is ſome Relief to the miſerable. 

But this is not all. For as the diſaſtrous Accidents that may 
befal our Bodies are very numerous, ſo are the Remedies too, by 
which thoſe Accidents may be repair'd. There are ſalutary and 
healing Medicines which with the Phyſician's Skill in applying, 
the Bleſling of God co operating, do often reſtore ſuch lamenta- 
ble Objects from a very hopeleſs, and almoſt deſperate Condition. 
I'heſe Remedies, this help of the Phylician's Art, the great 
and rich can procure for themſelves, whenever it is their Lot to 
be viſited with ſuch Calamities., from which indeed they are no 
more exempted than the pooreſt. | — 

But when Poverty and Sickneſs meet together, what muſt be- 
come of ſuch unhappy Wretches, if it were not for the Relief of 
charitable Chriſtians. who by providing for'em that Help, which 
they cou'd not afford themſelves, and deſray ing the Charge and 
Expences of their Cure, may, in a very good and commendable 
ſenſe, be ſaid 10 bear the Burthens of other Men? 

And to ſhe you what a fair Opportunity —_ at any time 
be bad, of exerciſing your Charity in this way, let me now lay 
before you the State of the two Hoſpitals that are peculiarly ap- 
propriated to the Relief of ſuch Objects ot Compaſſion. 

Here was read the true Report of St. Bartholomew's and 
| | St. Thomas's Hoſpitals, 

You ſee then how much Good has been done in this kind, and 
how much more is ſtill wanting. There is no one bur muſt 
be Convinc'd thu this is a very uſetul and neceſſary piece of 
Charity: Wich, beides the Advantage it brings to the poot 
Suftercres, in healing their Wounds, many of which were re- 
criv'd in the Delend of their Country, which gives em = 
juſter 
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julter Title io your Aſliſtance; beſides this, 1 ſay tis a publick 
Benefit, that every one partakes of, to have ſuch rueful and un- 
ſightly Spectacles remov d from common view. Were there no 
ſuch places of Reception for the maim'd and wounded, every 
Street wou'd be an Hoſpital, and there muſt lye a Lazarus full 
of Sores at every rich Mais Door, 

But 3dly, We are not only liable to be thus heavily aggrieved, 
as has been ſhewn, in our outward Circumſtances.and our bodily 
State, but our Mind alſo has its Grievances which want to be re- 
dreſs d. The greateſt and worſt of which is the Reflection of a 
guilty Conſcience, for which there is no other Cure can be pre- 
{crib'd, but removing the Cauſe, and putting away our Guilt by 
a ſolemn and ſincere Repentance, to which we {hou'd always be 
exhorting and admoniſhing one another, _ 

Another great Evil relatingto the Mind.which is the too com- 
mon Parent of Vice and Immorality, of Debauchery and Pro- 
faneneſs (tho? ſome have ſtill'd it the Mother of Devotion) is 
groſs Ignorance, and ſpiritual Blindneſs. | 

'Tis a fad and deplorable thing to ſee the Mind of Man, which 
is of heavenly Original and Extraction, and is capable of receiy- 
ing ſuch noble Impreſſions, lie wholly barren and unimprov'd, 
overgrown With a ſurdid Ruſt, and clouded with impenetrable 
Darknels, | 

Such a wretched Debaſement of human Nature every good 
Chriſtian ſhou'd take to Heart, and endeaveur, to the utmoſt of 
his Power, to grove or rectifie in others. But this falls in with 
what I have ſpoken on another Head, tho' it obliges nie again 
to remind you of that Charity that is applied to the Education 
of Youth, 5 

I ſhall mention but one Calamity more, which our better part 
is ſubject to, and that is a very moving one, viz. Madneſs and 
and Diſtraction. | 

How does it ſhock the Soul of a conſiderate Perſon, to ſee 
the Image of his Maker thus defac'd ? To ſee that boaſted and 
celebrated Reaſon, that diſtinguiſhes Man, from the iuſerior part 
of the Creation, thus loſt and intercepted, thus lamentably con- 
fus'd and diſturb'd in its Operations? To ſee the ſ:me Perſon 
now arguing rationally and calmly, and on a ſudden, without any 
viſible cauſe for ſuch an Alteration, become wild and ſtaring, 
fierce and unmanageable, or fantaſtically vain, forgetful of him- 
ſelf and of his Friends, and all that he ſeem'd to know before, 
either hurting others by a miſchievous, or expoſing himfelt by a 
ridiculous Behaviour. TheſePerſons ſure are fit Oojects of Con- 
paſſion, which I ſhall need no other Motive to excite you io, 
than to read to you. 

The Report of Bethlehem Hoſplsal 
You ſee there is a large Field for you to be charitable and be- 
e, 
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neficent, and I truſt in God you will all be fo, in as ample mea 
ſure as your reſpeQive Circumſtances will admit, and in ſuc 
manner as you think moſt proper, 
I ſhou'd now proceed to that wnich I propos'd as my ſecond 
general Head ; but (having already exceeded) I ſhall now only 
urge it asa ſhort Enforcement of what has been alreacy faid. And 
it is this: That by being thus charitable, and bearing one ano- 
ther's Burthens, we are ſaid to ſulfil the Law of Chriſt. 
Love is indeed the fulfilling of the Law and the Goſpel too 
It is the Bond of Perfectneſi, and the Conſummation of all that 
is good in us. 5 | 3 
Ne that has this Principle fx'd and rooted in him, will not 
fail (ſo long as he is under the immediate and actual Influence 
of it) in any point of Duty toward his Neighbour, he will not 
only refrain from any Invaſion of his juſt Right, but be forward 
to lend him his Aſſiſtance, and to do him all friendly Offices: be. 
cauſe all ſuch Abſtinence from Ill, and readineſs to do Good, 
with the ſeveral Acts thence ariſing, are but ſubordinate 
Branches of that general and comprehenſive Rule ot /oving our 
Neighbours as our ſelves. Love is the diſtinguiſhing Mark of 
Chriſtianity, and that Badge by which our Lord wou'd have 
his Diſciples known. Hereby, ſays he, ſhall all Men know that ye are 
my Diſciples if ye love one another. To ſay we are followers of 
the Holy Feſus, and yet retain no Bowels of Compaſſion for out 
Brethren, is the greateſt Abſurdity that Words can expreſs, nor 
are there any terms of Oppoſition ſo contradictory, ſo abſolutely 
incompatible, as uncharitable Chriſtian. Love is the nodleſt Or. 
nament of our Souls, ir outſhincs the other Graces that reſide 
there, as the Apoſtle has aſſur d us: It makes us moſt like God, and 
the bleſſed Author of our Religion. If we have not this, whatevet 
other Excellencies we «bound in, we are nothing, of no value ot 
conſideration at all, we are but as ſounding Braſs, and a tinkling 
Cimbal. | 1 
The livelieſt Faith, the moſt vigorous Hope, the moſt ardent 
and enflam'd Devotion will ſtand us in no ſtead, if they are not 
ſanctified and perfected by that enlivening and vital Principle, 
in which the Life and Spirit of our Religion conſiſts. For tho 
Charity its ſelf may cover a multitude of Sins, yet no Exceſs of 
any other Virtue will cover the Detect of that. Whoever thou 
art therefore who valueſt thy ſelt upon the higheſtProficiency in 
ſuch a Scheme of Godlineſs, as has hitherto been excluſive of 
Charity; tho? thy other Attainments may be very great. y*# 
lackeſt thou one thing. Go thy way, ſell what thou haſt, and give t0 
the Poor, and ſo ſhait thou have Treaſure in Heaven. 
Which that we all may lay up while we are here, and have 
the Fruition of hereafter, God of his infinite Mercy grant. 
To whom, Ge. NIS. 
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